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to the merchants residing at the Steelyard that
they must depart out of these premises and quit Eng-
land within the space of fourteen days. The Mayor
of London, attended by the Sheriffs, formally pre-
sented to the authorities of the Steelyard this decree,
which authorized them to take possession of the
building and all that pertained to it.

Ten days after this compulsory taking of possession
the Germans filed out of the Steelyard in orderly
procession. The authorities wrote to the Hanseatic
Diet, stating that, after duly protesting against this
forcible act, they "marched out of the gate, the
alderman at the head, and we following him, sad in
our souls, and the gate was closed behind us ; nor
should we have cared to have remained another night
within the walls. God be pitiful."

Thus the last sacrifice was consummated, which had
been long demanded by Sir Thomas Gresham and
his friends, and which the now flourishing condition
of English trade required. In order that the English
merchant might thrive unchecked, he had to drive
away from his midst his old masters, the Hansa, the
men who had taught him how to trade, a lesson the
pupil had learnt too well. Such was the mournful end
of the German Guildhall on the banks of the Thames ;
an institution older than the Hanseatic League itself;
the most honourable monument which Germany could
point to abroad of her strength and enterprise. Yet
it is, perhaps, rather the fact that it endured so long,
than that it perished, that should surprise us. It is
certainly wonderful, and much to the credit of the
English, that musty parchments sealed with the seals